ST WOOLOS PRIMARY
SCHOOL

CURRICULUM STATEMENT

Ensuring that every member of the St Woolos community
achieves the very best of which they are capable, discovers
hidden talents, experiences success, develops self-worth and
knows they are loved.




INTRODUCTION

Our curriculum at St Woolos Primary School always has been, and always will be, about
putting the needs of all of our learners at the absolute front of everything we do, so that
they can achieve their very best.

As our school has grown over the years, and class and year groups have altered, so too have
we adapted our curriculum and organisation continuously. In more recent years, we have
been adapting and developing our curriculum, so that we are ready for a new Curriculum for
Wales, that is being introduced from September 2022.

The term ‘curriculum’, is used to refer to all of the learning experiences and assessments
that schools plan.

Throughout our process of curriculum development, our drive has never wavered to do the
very best, not only for our pupils, but to also equip staff with a high professional skill set.

Background to the Curriculum for Wales

The Welsh Government decided to review their curriculum as a result of a report written in
2014 by the Organisation for Economic Development and Culture (OECD), which
recommended that they should ‘develop a shared vision of the Welsh learner, reflecting the
Government’s commitment to quality and equity’.

Between March and December 2014, Professor Graham Donaldson and his term of
researchers visited schools across Wales, talked with pupils, staff, parents and carers,
community groups and businesses to find out what was working well, and what needed to
change.

Professor Graham Donaldson’s report ‘Successful Futures - Independent Review of
Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales’, was published in February 2015. The
majority of his recommendations were accepted by the Welsh Government to form the
basis of the new Curriculum for Wales for learners from 3-16 years old.




PARENT INFORMATION FROM THE WELSH GOVERNMENT

https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/44b74558-5d89-4a5b-bf54-32bd6dcad1c0/a-new-
curriculum-in-wales

WHAT UNDERPINS THE CURRICULUM FOR WALES?
In September 2022 the new Curriculum for Wales starts.

It is based on the skills, knowledge and experience that all pupils will need to equip them for
success in all stages of their life.

It has Four Purposes that underpin every aspect of teaching and learning. They are that
pupils will be:

AMBITIOUS, CAPABLE LEARNERS - Ready to learn throughout their lives
ETHICAL, INFORMED CITIZENS - Ready to be citizens of Wales and

the world
ENTERPRISING, CREATIVE CONTRIBUTORS - Ready to play a full part in

life and work

HEALTHY, CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS - Ready to lead fulfilling lives as
valued members of society
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https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/44b74558-5d89-4a5b-bf54-32bd6dcad1c0/a-new-curriculum-in-wales-a-guide-for-children-young-people-and-families.pdf
https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/44b74558-5d89-4a5b-bf54-32bd6dcad1c0/a-new-curriculum-in-wales-a-guide-for-children-young-people-and-families.pdf

WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE FOR US?

Staff at St Woolos plan and organise each learning activity to meet at least one of these Four
Purposes.

Pupils looked at these principles and designed four characters to focus on when they are
doing any activity in school. By referring to them, pupils can understand their learning more
and decide what kind of a learner they have been.




WHAT ELSE UNDERPINS OUR SCHOOL APPROACH?

We have four core values that we have chosen through consulting with all of our school
community (pupils, parents, staff and Governors).

All members of our school community share and practise these values.

The values we all share are those of being:

KIND

FAIR

CURIOUS

ASPIRATIONAL

At the start of each school year, pupils draw up their own class charter for learning and
conduct based on each of these four values.

Staff have also compiled their own charter.

When taking to pupils about any aspect of their learning or behaviour, these four values are
referred to.

They also help to support and signify a togetherness and belonging to a community and
area, described by the Welsh word ‘Cynefin’

5 9
q’

‘Cynefin’

The place where we feel we belong,
where the people and landscape around
us are familiar and the sights and
sounds are reassuringly recognisable.
The historic, cultural and social place
which has shaped and continues to
shape the community which inhabits it.
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WHAT THE NEW CURRICULUM LOOKS LIKE

Staff plan pupils’ learning across the six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs).

These areas are:

Languages, Literacy and Communication (english, welsh, Modern
Foreign Languages)

Mathematics and Numeracy (Maths skills and their use in real-life)

Science and Technology (Science, Design Technology, IT skills)

Expressive Arts (Dance, Music, Art, Drama)

Humanities (RE - Known as Religion, Values and Ethics -, History, Geography)

Health and WeIIbelng (PE, Nutrition, Physical and Mental Health)

HOW AREAS OF LEARNING EXPERIENCE ARE BEING DEVELOPED AS A CENTRAL ELEMENT OF THE
NEW CURRICULUM

https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2018/07/02/sketchnote-how-areas-of-learning-and-
experience-are-being-developed-as-a-central-element-of-the-new-curriculum/



https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2018/07/02/sketchnote-how-areas-of-learning-and-experience-are-being-developed-as-a-central-element-of-the-new-curriculum/
https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2018/07/02/sketchnote-how-areas-of-learning-and-experience-are-being-developed-as-a-central-element-of-the-new-curriculum/

As well as the Areas of Learning Experience, all schools are required to teach Cross-
Curricular Skills which occur in all learning.

These are:

Literacy

Numeracy

Digital Competence.

The world is changing and we want all of our pupils to develop the skill base that will help
and prepare them for all aspects of their future life. These cross-curricular skills help to
foster deeper understanding of an area and are the key to successful learning.

For example, the numeracy key skill could be applied, is the use of graphs or weather data,
in a Humanities lesson looking at tropical rainfall.




Additionally, schools have to ensure that Cross Cutting Themes are covered at every
opportunity.

These are wider skills are:

Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE)
Human Rights

Diversity

Careers and Work Related Experience

Local, national and international contexts, with an emphasis
on the Welsh dimension and Cynefin (the sense of Welsh
identity and belonging)

Schools follow the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to help them deliver these
aspects.

Of the aspects detailed above, The Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act 2021, sets
mandatory (legal) expectations on schools to teach the following, and pupils cannot be
withdrawn from them.

Cross-Curricular Skills (Literacy, Numeracy and Digital
Competence)

Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE)
Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE)
Welsh

English from 7 years old




HOW WE PLAN OUR CURRICULUM

We use all of the elements previously described to help form the basis of our curriculum.
We have to ensure that:

- All learners can develop in each of the Four Purposes and understand them

- All of the Areas of Learning Experience are covered, including the mandatory elements.
- The curriculum is broad and balanced in terms of teaching and learning

- It is suitable for all learners of differing ages, abilities and aptitudes, including those with
Additional Learning Needs (ALN)

WE FOLLOW ‘WHAT MATTERS’ STATEMENTS

In planning for every Area of Learning Experience, staff have to take note of a set of What
Matters statements.

These are 27 statements across all 6 Areas of Learning Experience.

These are mandatory for all schools when designing their curriculum and assessment
arrangements.

STATEMENTS OF ‘WHAT MATTERS’ CODE

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/curriculum-for-wales-
statements-of-what-matters-code.pdf



https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/curriculum-for-wales-statements-of-what-matters-code.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/curriculum-for-wales-statements-of-what-matters-code.pdf

HOW
WHAT

WE START WITH WHY

As well as including all the mandatory elements of the Curriculum for Wales, we follow the
approach advocated by Simon Sinek, a leadership expert. He says that if organisations know
Why they are doing something, they can align whatever they do to their organisation’s
values and needs.

At St Woolos, this means being true to our values and also our Mission Statement. (What
we want to achieve.)

Ensuring that every member of the St Woolos
community achieves the very best of which they
are capable, discovers hidden talents, experiences
success, develops self-worth and knows they are
loved.

The How is how we get there. It’s our full curriculum and approach.

OUR WHOLE SCHOOL APPROACH

As well as following the Whys of the Curriculum for Wales, at St Woolos we are developing a
Whole School Approach to every decision we make about all aspects of the curriculum.

We are taking part in a pilot project with several other schools in Newport to develop this
approach, which is run by the Aneurin Bevan Health Board and Newport Educational
Psychology Service.

We review every decision against the Five Principles of the Whole School Approach to
ensure that our Why is met.
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HOW PUPILS ARE INVOLVED IN DESIGNING OUR CURRICULUM
Pupil Voice

Children having a say in the choices that they are learning, is central to our planning process.
Staff plan the skills that have to be covered in each Area of Learning Experience, include
cross-cutting themes and also respond to pupil’s choices and suggestions.

We also survey pupils’ wellbeing (eg online surveys such as HAPPEN) to find out what their
feelings are.

Staff take into account all of these, and they include pupils’ thoughts and ideas as much as
possible.

Pupil Participation Groups

These are groups such as the Eco Team, School Council, Digital Leaders, House Captains etc,
which are voted for by pupils. They contribute to the life of the school through doing tasks,
organising events, surveying pupils and bringing about change.

All pupils are involved in decision-making (agency) and bringing about change possible
(efficacy) whenever possible.

WHAT ELSE WE THINK ABOUT WHEN PLANNING OUR CURRICULUM

Throughout the year we check up on how we are all doing as a school and decide on key
priorities for learning or wellbeing.

These key priorities form part of our School Development Plan and we include them when
planning the work for the class.

They influence the yearly planning for the curriculum.




OUR CURRICULUM VISION

ot
xé@@
G

WHAT THE CURRCULUM AT 5T WOOLOS WILL
LOOK LIKE

At 5t Woolos all learners will.........

B given every opportunity to fulfil their true potential,
discower hidden talents and achieve suctess

- Enjoy braming and become skilled at making links
wAthin all areas of the curmcubem

e confldent, resilient and ready to cope with the
challenges of school and the wider workd

..... Be curiows and criative Investigators and ambitious
and ssplratianal learniers who make declslons based on
kindness, falrness and facts and who apply thedr skills and
knowledge in a range of problem-solving contexts

—Find out about, and understand, thess local cormmunity,
their plste in Wales and in the warld

wDevelop an understanding that we are all equal in our
differences and will leaen from one anather

—Hinve a voute
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WHAT ARE WE DOING TO SUPPORT THIS?

¥ Whale School Menital Health Strategy
¥ Reflective Practice

+ Rights Respecting Schoal

+ Roots of Empathy

¥ Growth Mindset

+ ligsaw
+ FACE

+ Gwent Whole School Approach

HOW WILL WE ENSURE THIS? 1

¢ W will e that every decision we mabis s fltered thiough e cona valus set and suets Nt priscigks. » ‘

¥ Wewlll provde the rchest sxperiences pomible for children snd famidies. = @ =

¢ Al Rarmars will be challanged and encouragad 10 exparimant, ta Karm from fallure and to question. L4 — ~

¥ Wewill belise in gur children and let tham know that we beliews in them bd
HIND ¥ Wewill provide the best possible wan

.
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nrodicke chalengs and purposs through suthantic kaming Stuatont.
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W mil| encia that ol staff b the best pasciblo acoess to bigh quaity grofescional baming. Wi will thare axparia within schecl
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W wlll squip our children dnd Wall with tha resauriad receiary ba grow, lesm, devalep snd apariment, sad willl 54 pt our kednning
amvirpnments to i sur dhanging nesds

¢ Wil ambady our values at all e

WHY?  WE WANT OUR CHILDREN TO HAVE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO BE HAPPY, FULFILLED
AND SUCCESSFUL IN WHATEVER THEY DO IN SCHOOL AND THE WIDER WORLD

ST WOOLOS PRIMARY SCHOOL
CURRICULUM VISION @

Reading

OUR CHILDREN DESERVE EVERY AVAILABLE CHANCE ——

Itaths Mastery
Curricybum for Wales
Emotional Inteligence

SAFETY-BELONGING-EFFICACY-AGENCY~LOVE AND CARE ARR Eficacy

Gwent Whole School
WHAT WE TEACH OUR GHILREN IMPACTS ON THEIR FUTURE LIFE CHANCES A o @



OUR TWO YEARLY
CURRICULUM

ORGANISING OUR TWO YEARLY CURRICULUM

At St Woolos we have had many mixed age group classes and so for many years we have run
a rolling two- year curriculum which covers both single and mixed-age classes.

Over the past few years we have refined and reviewed it to reflect the new Curriculum for
Wales.

Below is the Curriculum Plan from September 2022, starting with Cycle A.

For the first fortnight of each new school year, all classes take part in a ‘Focus Fortnight’
with an emphasis on pupil wellbeing, and pupils settling in, revisiting and revising basics. We
also have a shared book across the whole school for these two weeks. In September 2022
the book is ‘Ony One Me’ by Linda Kranz.

Four Purposes

N

Pupil Voice Areas of Learning
Experience and What
Matters

/

Skills and Cross-Cutting

2
WHY? Values, Themes

Mission,
Priorities

\_/



ST WOOLOS PRIMARY SCHOOL
CURRICULUM THEME OVERVIEW Autumn 2022-24
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Black History Links

Music

Artists

Marvellous Me Cynefin Can You Imagine?
Art - Kriszting Megyer Hair Lons Art - Andy Warkol - Salf portraits
- Welsh Nursery Rhymss (Geige, The Wirtsr Prinogss
- Nursery Rhymag/Action Songs Art - Rhiannon Foberts - Tatko Drummpng
Celebrating Me Cynefin, How does your Garden
Art - Picasso - Playdough poriratis Hmr Lovs Grow?
_ - Welsh Nursery Rhymes Art - Eandinsky Circles
- Nursery Rhymsg/Action Songs Art - Rhignnon Roberts
- Tatko Drumming
: Let's Explore
The Day the Crayons Quit - Drew Daywalt "[‘[mugh the Keyhole Book - Where the Wild
Mixed - fizzes Chung Bock - The Lost Words things are

Art - Jackson Pollock art - creating a splatter
painting. Mondrian Arf

Ted Harrison

Colour Run

Colin Charois

Handa's Surprise
Sarba Musie
True Colour - Cymds Lauper

What & Wondsrful World - Louts Armsiromg

Alice in Wondsrland
Betty Campball
Art - Rhiannon Roberts
- Carnival of the Animals
Make instruments using recyclable
matsrials from the home and them
CoMposs @ piscs of music.

Art - Maxican Bgupay, Freida Pinto -
Mexieo, Jament Roy - Tadia
Emma Counie (Welsk) - tress
FPomntillizm
Frida Fahlo
Martin Luthsr Eing
EFosa Parks
- Mustc From Around ths World

Eainbow Song/Ticoiay Fnfys
Let's Explore T
Book - Where the Wild things are Book - The Invisible Art - Jackson Pollock art - creating a
-  Quicker than a Princess splatier painting. Mon d'1:1ﬂ Are- digital
- Film - Dumbo Through the Keyhole opportunifiss

- The Greatest Showman
Arf - Afvican art - poinfillism
Frida Fahlo (Msxicar)
Entma Cownie (Welsh) - tress
civeus arf - laffers
- Mustc From Arcund the World - Afvican music

Book - The Lost Words
Betty Campbell
Ast - Rhigsnon Roberts
- Carnioal of the animals

Colour Recn

Colin Charois
Handa's Surpriss
- Samiba Music
True Colour - Cymdi Lauper

i

Toyd Norman - first black Disney illustrator

- The Music of Disney/Fantasia

- Nellis tha Elsphari
Pink Elspharts
African Gospel choirs
Once Upon a Time nefi Bee Friendly
-Margam Park fairytale village - Stersophorics - wusical struchurs of (Bee Project)
Castell Coch songs -Bells Vus Park
-Fanfomima TWetlands
Wali Disney -Beekesper pisit fo school
Jenmy Lamberi- Castsll Coch WS hi i oo

Tom Malonsy - visiting Velsh artist
Georgia O Essffe- flowwsrs American

Thz Bee Mowie
Polar Express rnefi Out of Africa
- Brecon Mountain Ratlway Y6 Residential - Folly Farm Trip
- Tom Maloney/Percs Blackborrgw-stop mofion Benjarmin Zephaniah African Somgs (Bamua’ VD rummong
Maya Angelou - Stll I rizse African fabric patternybatik
Ted Harrmson -Arciic art- Carnadian - Manic Strest Preachers Asanis Fenis
- Ostinato - rhythm, link fo Puppet Pals Parrs - W D figrres African Masks

Im divector
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B Autumn Spring Summer
MNursery For Magical he! Cymefin The World Is Your Oyster!
- Every =) - Welsh Nursery Rhymes
Child All are JNaleqrng. by Alexandra Penfold An V-t save:
- Compare and contrast tradifionsl folk
smusic from around the world. S Wialsh
folk meusic with African wiusic, sic.
Reception For {;}w\f-i!l Let's Fly Away
Every Alsrandra Penfold Lowis Armatrong
Child Z Wslsh Nursary Rlyymes Arturork pri 2 5
- Compare and contrast tradeifionsl folk
smusic from around the world. g g TWalsh
folk music with African music, ste.
Year1l For Cymefin Wicked “ eather, Splend.ld Skiss
Every Jessten M Your .'1.:.' Into the Desp 3 G Starry \ ohi
Child Mary Quant E Lho
Grayson Perry '[-’Em.i.ﬂt' T.Fw Four Seasons
- The MNutcracksr n Wa ELOD
- Alsd Jouss - Welsh Folk Songs/TFishsrman's Princs -Purpls Rain
Bluss/Shanties
Year 2 For Wicked Weather, Splendid Skies Cymefin All Dressed Up!
Every Art - Van Gogh - Starry Night
Child E: Fitss] .;,m ].nt{r tl'l.e Deep
Veraldi The Four Seasons
ELO j
Prings -Purpls Rain - Walsh Folk Songs/Ficharman's Mary Quant
Bluss/Shanties Grayson Pervy
Year3 [ 4 For Ta Infinity and Beyond Cymefin It's All Fun and Games
Every -Plamstarim (Trip) - Tom Jonas/Shirlsy Bassey -Rodney Parade spost
Child The Flanets - Gustar Holot Gregea clay-Walsh —Ea‘rm Iskmd
FPogsibls song to learwn - You've Got a Friond 5
Ms!
F T Spacs R - Az Fatrground MusigPuppst Music -
Puppst Pals
Year 5 }f [+] For What the Dickens? Crymefin Fit for the Future
Every - Pantomims Visit Y& Restdential
Child - Scrocgs - Christmas production H -
- Ndrisic Hall songs/performanoss
! A TWalst - Garags Band - oum compslsmous (Tisten
3 to compuisr generated music for
(OS] o @ @
WHAT ELSE?

Assessment

Progression =

Pedagogy = Good teaching skills

Pupils making progress

The Curriculum for Wales has three key parts that it rests on:

= Schools knowing how well each pupil is doing and what they need next
= Pupils knowing how well they are doing and what their next steps are

= Schools knowing what they need to keep and what they need to change in

their curriculum or teaching to help pupils to progress.




HOW WE ASSESSES OUR PUPILS AND EVALUATE OUR CURRICULUM

The Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act 2021 sets an expectation for all pupils to be
organised into developmental Progression Steps alongside which they will be assessed
against for progress.

The important thing to remember is that schools assess according to the Stage that pupils
are on these Progression Steps, and not the Age that they are at.

‘Stage not Age’
We assess pupils’ learning on daily basis. This is continuous assessment.

In addition to class assessments, we also assess pupils with National Tests in Literacy and
Numeracy twice a year, in the autumn term and the summer term so that we can identify
progress and next steps.

We also talk with learners (Listening to Learners) so that we can find out more about their
understanding of a skill or concept.

Pupils assess their own learning and, as they get older, that of others, following a range of
strategies.

We evaluate pupil progression, and pedagogy by reviewing pupils’ learning and progress,
listening to them (Listening to Learners) and reviewing learning and the appropriateness of
the curriculum across the school.

We evaluate our A/B curriculum map annually and also make any adjustments or
amendments throughout the year, as a when necessary.

We have a responsive curriculum.

The Progression Steps are shown below in this sketchnote from @ImpactWales.
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Finishes here
Al ecach proaression step there will be Achievement Outcones

These will describe each learners Jaurne\j A “lcan" and | have” statements.

One of the ways that we have introduced the Four Purposes into our assessment process is
by pupils using our Four Purpose character stickers. Staff use them to celebrate good
learning and resilience and pupils use them to identify the type of learner they have been.
They also use a Four purpose grid in the front of their exercise books to help with this.

PROGRESSION AND ASSESSMENT IN THE CURRICULUM FOR WALES

https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2018/06/22/wales-new-curriculum-and-
assessment-arrangements-are-being-built-on-progression-this-is-how-its-happening/



https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2018/06/22/wales-new-curriculum-and-assessment-arrangements-are-being-built-on-progression-this-is-how-its-happening/
https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2018/06/22/wales-new-curriculum-and-assessment-arrangements-are-being-built-on-progression-this-is-how-its-happening/

INCLUDING OUR PARENTS

INCLUDING ALL OF OUR PARENTS
Your views and feedback are very important to us.

In designing our curriculum, we have taken note of feedback from questionnaires, meetings,
surveys and discussions.

We will continue to listen to you about our curriculum and get feedback from you.

We will also continue to hold special meetings when there are any important changes. For
example, the meetings held to discuss the new Relationships and Sexuality Education
curriculum were really well-attended and helpful.

As a result of your feedback, we changed some parts of our Relationships and Sexuality
Education Policy and will hold further meetings about resources etc in the coming year.

Our Parent Consultations take place every Autumn and Spring. We also have an Open
Afternoon in the summer term. These help us to continue to have open, honest and helpful
conversations with one another.

Our Termly Topic Letters sent out every term also give you lots of helpful information. (See
below)

FINALLY

Please let us know if you would like to know more about anything that is mentioned in this
Curriculum Statement or if you think that we have missed anything out.

As always.......

Thank you for your amazing support for everyone in our school community #stwoolosfamily

@StWoolosPrimary
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